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Joseph's demand was, of course, fantastic, and Leopold's
ministers were firm in their refusal to grant the Emperor's
request. Leopold tried tactfully to remonstrate with his
brother, but Joseph wrote such sharp letters that a
serious quarrel between the brothers seemed inevitable.
Finally Maria Theresa was informed of their differences,
and with Kaunitz's assistance she finally persuaded
Joseph that he had been wrong. But this act, trivial
in itself, finally roused Maria Theresa from her apathy.

She now listened with more interest to the aristo-
cracy's bitter attacks against Joseph's democratic views
and actions. She herself had frequently been in conflict
with the nobility and the clergy, the privileged classes
generally, but they had known that, at heart, she was
a sincere and autocratic reactionary, who would always
oppose any fundamental change of the existing order.
The privileged classes were less sure of Joseph.

Maria Theresa again had the satisfying feeling that
she was indispensable in the government of her country,
and she returned to the world of politics. " I stupefy
myself with work so that I have no time to fed or
think/* she wrote, Joseph's brief fling as a semi-
independent ruler was over; he was now merely Ms
mother's co-Regent*